
Epistle  
3 4 Ȣ  0 ! 5 , ȭ 3  5 - #| 7 0 0  W E S L E Y  L A N E| M E N D O T A  H E I G H T S  M N  5 5 1 1 8 

A welcoming community  

sharing Christôs love  

in service  

through relationships. 

Welcome. Share. Serve.  

December 2022 

R E F L E C T I O N S  F R O M  PA S T O R  A M Y  J O 

Advent has arrived, and Christmas 

is coming soon!  Recently, I was 

reading a United Methodist news 

article reminding us that the prepa-

ration season of Advent is not to 

prepare us for holiday gift giving, 

or even the birth of baby Jesus, but 

instead it is meant to prepare us for 

the future day when Christ will  

return.  One of the musical pieces 

being prepared by the Chancel 

Choir sings about the day when 

Christ will come again with the 

words: ñAnd the glory of the Lord 

shall be revealed!ò 
 

I often talk about Christmas as a 

celebration of Christ coming into 

the world.  For me, that celebration 

includes past, present, and future:  

We remember the coming of Christ 

as a baby in Bethlehem years ago.  

We celebrate how the Spirit of 

Christ is at work in our hearts and 

lives right now.  We look forward 

to the day when Christ will come 

again and the Kingdom of God will 

be fully revealed. 
 

In celebration of all the ways that 

Christ comes into the world,  

Advent and Christmas are times of 

joyous celebration at Saint Paulôs 

UMC.  The sanctuary is filled with 

flowers.  Our singers and ringers 

are preparing special beautiful  

music for the Chancel Choir and 

Bell Choir.  The children and youth 

are preparing a pageant, including 

childrenôs bells, puppet choir, and 

giant camel.  We are shopping for 

gifts for people in need through 

Neighbors Inc. and receiving a  

special offering in celebration of 

Christmas.  We are offering fresh 

bread to our neighbors with the new 

Bread of Life Ministry.  Please join 

us in celebration of Advent and 

Christmas!  Here are some of the 

dates and times to mark on your 

calendar: 

 

 

Sunday, December 4, 10:30 am: 

Peace Sunday, Worship with  

Communion 
 

Sunday, December 11, 10:30 am: 

Joy Sunday, Worship with  

Childrenôs Pageant 
 

Monday, December 12:  Sharing 

Tree Presents for Neighbors Inc. 
are brought in 

 
 

Sunday, December 18, 10:30 am: 

Love Sunday, Worship with  

Special Chancel Choir music 
 

Saturday, December 24, 4:00 pm:  

Candlelight Christmas Eve,  
Worship with Communion, special 

music by the Bell Choir and  

Chancel Choir and the lighting of 

candles during ñSilent Nightò 
 

Sunday, December 25, 10:30 am: 

Christmas Day, Worship including 

a Christmas story and special music 
 

Sunday, January 1, 10:30 am: 
Blessing Sunday, Worship with 

prayers for Godôs blessings during 

the new year. 
 

Throughout the Advent season, we 

will be receiving the 2022  

Christmas Offering.  This year, half 

of the Christmas Offering will be 

directed to the General Fund of 

Saint Paulôs UMC to celebrate the 

ministries and mission of the 

church.  The other half will be  

directed to Emma Norton Services 

for their new Restoring Waters 

campus.  Emma Norton Services is 

a United Methodist mission in Saint 

Paul with a long history of  

providing transitional housing and 

transformational support for women 

in need, including mental health 

and chemical dependency services. 

                      (continued on page 2)   
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The Poinsettias were given to the Glory of God 
 

ȣ )Î ÌÏÖÉÎÇ -ÅÍÏÒÙ ÏÆȣȢ 
Yeen Chong       by Curt Almberg 

Our parents       by Bob Brocklehurst and  

        Bev Momsen 

Ernest and Kathryn Mathes and Eleanor Guntzburger by David and Mary Lou Dresbach 

Jim Fritsche, Jackie Fritsche Swanson   by Pat Fritsche 

Parents, Marilyn and Michael Shaw    by Nancy Shaw Grinager 

Ralph Jewell, Jack Lovaas     by Kae Jewell 

Parents, Bud and Arlyce Anderson    by Barb Jorgenson 

Spouses, Greg Ziemkowski and Janice LaGuire  by Mike and Sherry LaGuire 

Tom Lewis       by Beda Lewis 

Bill and Alice McCorkhill     by Jan Marshall 

Eric and Jim Nyquist      by Rhea Nyquist 

James Peterfeso      by Cynthia Peterfeso 

Our fathers       by Dave and Carol Rix 

Eldon and Glenda Sellers     by Deanna Sellers 

Wenzel Siebert      by Diane Siebert 

Parents, Bob and Ruth Nichols    by Jeanette Wells 
 

 

ȣ)Î (ÏÎÏÒ ÏÆȣ 
Agnes Lovaas       by Kae Jewell 
 

ȣ)Î 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÆÏÒȣ 
Family and friends, our guiding lights   by Jerry and Shirley Holmay 
 

 

ȣ7ÉÔÈ ,ÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÁÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÆÏÒȣ 
The St. Paulôs UMC family     by Jill Edelman 

Family and friends      by Andrea Larson 

(continued from page 2) 

The Restoring Waters campus in 

Highland Bridge will allow the 

mission of Emma Norton to expand 

to 60 more women with small  

families, providing a place for  

healing and hope.   Please consider 

a generous gift to this yearôs  

Christmas offering in celebration of 

Christ coming into the world.  May 

the light of Christ shine brightly 

this Christmas!   ~ 
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  CHILDREN      
AND YOUTH 

    Helping families 
nurture lifelong  

 disciples of Christ 

YOUTH GATHERING 
St. Paul's UMC youth in 6th-12th 

grade have a gathering every 

fourth Wednesday from 5:00-8:00 

pm for some guided faith, fellow-

ship, and fun. Each youth  

gathering is focused on a  

combination of a faith topic,  

mission project, worship  

participation, fellowship building, 

and, of course, a fun activity.  In 

October, youth met at the church 

to help with the annual Turkey 

Dinner by "checking in" the  

vehicles when they arrived and 

carrying the meals out to the cars.  
 

In November they helped  Faith 

United Methodist serve dinner 

with their Loaves and Fishes meal 

program.  They also helped Union 

Gospel Mission organize and sort 

canned goods for their annual 

Thanksgiving take home meal kits 

for the hungry in the community.   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next youth gathering is 

on December 28th and we will be 

having a youth Post Christmas - 

Christmas Party!   It will be full of 

music and games to celebrate the 

season and delicious Christmas 

cookies and desserts! 

 

CONFIRMATION  
In November the confirmation 

class theme was ñThe Wesleyan 

Quadrilateralò.  We spent time 

talking about Scripture, Tradition, 

Reason, and Experience. We 

watched videos, had discussions, 

and played games that helped us 

learn how to use the Wesleyan 

Quadrilateral to discern the big 

questions in our lives.   
  

Our next class is on Wednesday, 

December 14th from 6:00-8:00 pm 

and the theme will be the "Prayers, 

Service, Witness, Gifts and  

Presence". 
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Turkey Dinner Runner 


