
700 Wesley Lane/Mendota Heights MN/55118 

Phone:  651-452-5683  Email: info@stpaulsmn.org 

Website:  www.stpaulsmn.org  

Join us for worship 

on Sundays! 10:00 am  

 

A welcoming community  

sharing Christ’s love  in  

service through relationships. 

AUGUST 

DECEMBER 
2025 

 

S A I N T  P A U L ’S  
U M C  

 
WELCOME. SHARE. SERVE.  

JANUARY  
2026 

Our annual meeting will be February 8th, 2026, after church. This  
meeting is where you approve your ministry for the year including 
budget, leadership, and other items. Thank you for helping Saint 
Paul’s UMC be the hands and feet of Christ in the world in 2026 
and beyond! 
 
At our December meeting the Central Leadership Team agreed to 
review the church goals soon, probably April.  At the next meeting 
of your ministry area, please ask yourselves: What are the three top 
values of Saint Paul’s, and what your team can do to fulfill our  
mission to “Welcome. Share. Serve.” This will help the Central 
Leadership Team to  reflect. As a team, you might ask: How are we 
serving the community and connecting people to God? 
 
January is a blessing as we celebrate the arrival of the Magi to the 
nativity on Epiphany. From the Greek, Epiphany means 
“manifestation” and celebrates the way God appears in our lives. 
This includes the star over the nativity, the dove at Jesus’ baptism, 
and all the times you feel God’s  presence as Emmanuel, God with 
Us.  
 
January is also the month for Martin Luther King Jr. Day and the 
Human Relations Day Special Offering. This offering invites  
congregations to strengthen communities, especially those most 
impacted by poverty, injustice and lack of opportunity. The offering 
goes towards community development, equipping volunteers to 
serve in hands on service projects, and youth offender rehabilitation 
programs.  
 

Happy New Year, 
Pastor Josh 

  



651-452-5683 | info@stpaulsmn.org | www.stpaulsmn.org                                                                                             Page 2 

WHERE THE WORLD MEETS TO PRAY1 

Sundays  

CHRISTIANS GATHERING  
TOGETHER  

BLESSING SERVICE 
WITH COMMUNION 

January 4;  10:00 am 
We will pray for God’s blessings in our lives. 

SAINT PAUL’S UMC  

ANNUAL CHURCH  

CONFERENCE 
February 8; 11:15 am 

All members of the congregation are invited to  

participate in this 

Annual Church Conference meeting.  

HUMAN  
RELATIONS  
SUNDAY  
January 18   

The Human Relations Day offering 
supports social justice and outreach 
ministries that empower all God’s 
children to realize their full potential 
as human beings in relationship with 

one another. This fund helps encour-
age that potential through ministries 
like the Community Developers  
Program, multiethnic ministries and 
countless other projects across the 
United Methodist connection.  
 
If you would like to contribute, please 
mark “Human Relations Day” in the  
memo section of your check and put it 
in the collection plate.  Special enve-
lopes may be found in the pew holder. 
You may also use the QR code in the 
pew holder which will direct you to 

Vanco electronic giving.  Thank you 
for supporting  neighborhood  
ministries that affect change within 
vulnerable communities.  
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SMALL GROUPS 
The Stitching Collective:  Next gatherings:  January 14th and 

28th,  9:30 am—noon.  Bring your crafts to work on while sharing 
faith, fun and food with other creatives.  Contact:  Kathy Brooks. 
 

The Men’s Group:  Activities designed for discipleship,  

fellowship and service.  Next meeting will feature a discussion of 
Alzheimer’s lead by Kae Jewell, Sunday, January 25th at 6:00  pm.  
(See page 8) . Questions?  Contact John Grinager.  
 

 

If  you leave Minnesota for parts of 
the winter, please let the office 

know where and when to forward 
communication from Saint Paul’s 

UMC.   This will prevent the 
church from having to pay extra 

fees for returned mail.  

 

If Sunday services need to be  
cancelled due to the weather, we 

will put a message on the church’s 
answering service, 651-452-5683, 
along with a post on our Facebook 

and website pages.  

Miscellaneous 
News 

OF INTEREST  

NEWSLETTER NEWS 
Starting with this edition,  the church newsletter will no longer be mailed and will instead be emailed.  If the office 
doesn’t have an email address for you or you currently are not receiving a hard copy but would like to receive the 
digital newsletter, let Diane know at info@stpaulsmn.org. If you know someone who needs it delivered in person, 
let the office  know that, as well. The newsletter will continue to be posted on the church’s website, stpaulmn.org, 

and copies will also be available to pick up in the narthex.  

mailto:info@stpaulsmn.org
http://stpaulmn.org
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SEASON  

 

 
The Annual Conferences of the UMC overwhelmingly ratified the following amendments to the UMC Constitution: 
 

BALLOT #1 REGIONALIZATION (91.6% approval):  

 This reorganizes the worldwide church into new geographically based regional conferences (Africa, Europe, 
Philippines, US) and replaces “Central Conferences.” Regional Conferences will have equal power to adapt 
parts of the Book of Discipline to their unique context, like qualifications for clergy. Also, previously at  
General Conference, a lot of the business was US-centric and non-US delegates were spending time voting on 
things that did not pertain to them, like our pensions. Now, the US will have its own regional conference to do 
US-centric business. This allows General Conference to be shorter and not waste the time of other delegates. 

 

BALLOT #2 INCLUSIVENESS OF THE CHURCH (92% approval):  

 An amendment was added to add the words “gender” and “ability” to Paragraph 4, Article 4 of the UMC  
 Constitution as categories that cannot be used to exclude membership in the UMC.  
 

BALLOT #3 RACIAL JUSTICE (91.9% approval):  

 An amendment to Article 5 of the UMC Constitution was added that explicitly recognizes the church’s role in 
combating racism and colonialism in its own structures and the world.   

 

BALLOT #4 EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CLERGY (92.4% approval):  

General Conference amended Paragraph 35, Article IV of the UMC Constitution. This clarified the  
educational requirements for clergy voting for delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences, ensuring 
fairness and consistency in representation.    

 
 Constitutional 

Amendments 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Handbell Choir 
November 23, 2025 

TOGETHER  

Spreading Love & Joy 

Bitna Jeong 
November 30, 2025 

Grace Hyun 
November 30, 2025 

Advent/Christmas 

Chancel Choir & Don Irwin 
December 14,  2025 

Laurie McFaul 
December 21 and 24, 

2025 

Reuben Correa 
December 21, 2025 



 
FINANCIALS 
A Message for the  

New Year  
Happy New Year — and thank you 
for your faithful partnership! As we 
begin the calendar year, the Finance 
Team wants to share a brief update, 
some priorities for the year ahead, and 
a reminder of how you can support the 
mission of our church.  
 

Looking back with gratitude 
Because of your faithful giving last 
year we were able to sustain regular 
ministries, support mission partners, 
complete necessary maintenance, and 
provide outreach programming.  We 
are still in the process of closing the 
books on 2025 but expect to have gifts 
closely match our 2025 budgeted 

needs. We will provide specifics on 
2025 financials next month. 

Priorities for the coming year 
• Mission & Outreach: We will  

continue our efforts with our  
Outreach partners: Neighbors, 
Inc., Garlough School, Emma 
Norton and UMCOR.  We also are 
planning multiple community  
outreach events, similar to our 
past programming that included 
music and educational programs.  

• Facilities & Maintenance: In 
2025 we engaged in two major 
projects, refurbishing the parking 
lot and purchasing a new kitchen 
range.  This year we plan to focus 
on normal maintenance issues. 

• Budget: Your Finance Team and 
Central Leadership Team, have 
approved the 2026 budget. The 
new budget is $255,404.  This is 
consistent with our 2024 budget 
and higher than the 2025 budget.  
In 2025 we had a new pastor 

(lower salary range) and she was 
married to a pastor, so her benefits 
were shared between us and her 
spouse’s church. Thus our 2025 
budget was less than usual. 

• Transparency & Consistency: 
Continue clear financial reporting 
and assure consistent and accurate 
information. 

 

A faith reminder 

As 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NRSV) reminds 
us: "Each of you must give as you 
have made up your mind, not reluc-
tantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver". This verse 
emphasizes that giving, whether  
money, time, or resources, should 
come from a willing heart. Let us give 
prayerfully and joyfully, trusting God 
to provide for our needs and the work 
He calls us to do. 
 

Blessings, 
Kae Lovaas Jewell, Finance Chair 
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Finance 

            November 2025                                   2025 Year-to-Date             
 
General Fund Gifts          $  24,426                           $  211,989 
Less General Fund Expenses                     $  18,904                                $  207,230 
Balance                                                      $    5,522                          $      4,759 
 
Less Unpaid Apportionments         $           0                                  $            0 

Finance 

SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH  
AND ITS MISSION  
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THE WIRED 
WORD 
Sundays, 9:00 am 
Bertelsen Library 
 

Biblical commentary and  
discussion questions related to 
a topic in the news  

The mission of The Wired Word is to 
supply churches with solid scriptural 
material to help in facilitating group 
discussions about important matters of 
faith raised by news of the week.  
The lessons encourage class dialogue 
on how to apply God's word to  
everyday life and  engage class  
members with thought-provoking, 
stimulating discussions on  
messages contained in the Bible. 
 

Adult  education meets on Sundays  
at 9:00 am in the Bertelsen Library.  
Walter Judd leads The Wired Word 
discussions. 
 

If you would like an email sent to you 
on Thursday with that upcoming  
Sunday’s topic, please contact the 
church at info@stpaulsmn.org with 
your name and email address. 
 
 
 

KEEP ON 

THE PATH 
Thursday, 1:00 pm 

January 15 

Our Pathfinder Christmas 

Our Pathfinders group decided that 
the news of the day with all its  
violence was to be put aside and that 
we would meet on Thursday,  
December 18, with a spirit of love 
and laughter at our holiday luncheon.  
And that we did.  We heard funny 
family stories and if next to prayers, 
God loves laughter from his children, 

as most parents do, it was a good day 
for the Almighty, too.  The food was 
delicious, the air was heavy with the 
scents of spices and candles lit the 
tables. Even the weather held out for 
us.  Just a few flakes began to fall as 
our eleven participating Pathfinders 
left to return to their homes.   
 
Our closing benediction fit our mood. 
“May each of you be filled with the 
wonder of Mary, the obedience of  
Joseph, the joy of the angels, the  
eagerness of the shepherds, the  
determination of the magi, and the 
peace of the Christ Child.  Almighty 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
bless you all now and forever.  
Amen” 
 

Our wish is that in the coming year, 
more of you will make your way to 
our meetings.  We are not a closed 
group.  We would welcome you and 
would be delighted to hear of your 
faith journeys.  It helps us all grow as 
individuals when we share each  
other's experiences in life.  John  
Wesley recommended it heartily.  
Let’s make 2026 a year of great  
spiritual growth!!   
 
We meet next on Thursday, January 
15, 2026 at 1:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Rhea Nyquist 

 

GET READY,  
GRAB YOUR MORAL COMPASS,  

ON YOUR MARK AND GO  

Pathfinders 
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At Church 

Coffee with a Cause 
Our 'Coffee with a Cause' for the first quarter of 2026 is Every Meal, a nonprofit  

dedicated to fighting child hunger by providing food to kids, especially over  
weekends when they're not able to eat school meals. Consider donating a dollar or 

two when you are enjoying a cup of coffee on cold winter Sunday mornings.   
It will make your heart feel warm!  

GATHER. 
SERVE. 

Mission  
Accomplished 

SPREADING THE WORD  

MEN’S GROUP MEETING 

JANUARY 25, 6:00 pm  
What is Alzheimer’s Disease?  What is the difference between normal brain aging and  

Alzheimer’s Disease? Join us for answers to these questions and a discussion of the current 
research surrounding Alzheimer’s and other related dementias,  

resources available and new treatments.  

We are in a period of “hope” for those dealing with Alzheimer’s.  

 Come with your questions and join us as we discuss this topic that impacts all of us.   

All are welcome!  

Thank You! 
The holiday spirit is 'alive and well' in our congregation as many generously responded to 'adopting' our Neighbors 
Inc. holiday senior and two boys!  We satisfied wish lists and our senior even received her live plant.  You helped 

make the holidays bright for our community in need.  And, thanks, Jude Rikala, for delivering the gifts to Neighbors 
Inc. by the deadline.  May the Lord grant everyone peace, joy, and goodwill in the new year. 

Thank you to everyone who attended, invited folks or brought treats to share with our guests after the Advent Sunday 
Christmas concert. What a crowd!  Everyone who attended was delighted and moved by the outstanding  

performances of both Grace Hyun and Bitna Jeong.  We had a colorful, generous assortment of holiday treats that 
were enjoyed by everyone.  And, the 'freewill' offering generated over $100 for Emma Norton's 'corner store'!   

What a cheerful way to start the Christmas season!   
 

Nancy Pierson, Outreach Chair 
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TALK WITH GOD 

Lord Hear  
Our Prayers 

TALK WITH GOD 

Prayer Concerns 
Health Concerns: 
All homebound with health problems 
Additional: 
For those affected by natural disasters – hurricanes and earthquakes 
For those affected by the recent shootings 
Healing for complicated and fractured family relationships  
Connie Wieck, UM’s only missionary in China 
Nigerian Christians being persecuted 
US politicians for honesty, God’s will for our country 
For the people in the Middle East and the cease fire 
For the lonely 
For an end to violence and racism in our communities 
 

Please call the church office, 651-452-5683, with prayers and concerns 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
Adult Education:          9:00 am 
(during the school year)  
Worship:                            10:00 am 
Communion:  1st Sunday of the 
month 
 
 

LIVESTREAM VIDEO  
WORSHIP 
Available on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/stpaulsmn),  
YouTube (St. Paul’s UMC Mendota 
Heights) and the church’s website,  
www.stpaulsmn.org  
 

CENTRAL LEADERSHIP 
CHAIR:  Andrea Larson 
 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF: 
Rev. Dr. Joshua Steward 
Office Hours:  9:30  am—12:00 pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
by appointment 
ministerjosh@gmail.com 
 
Director of Music Ministry: 
Lane Skoglund-Anderson, 
laneskoglundanderson@gmail.com 
  
Administrative Assistant:   
Diane Pelinka, info@stpaulsmn.org 
 

SAINT PAUL’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 
700 Wesley Lane 
Mendota Heights MN 55118 
651-452-5683 
 

 
 

 
The office will be closed, 

Thursday, January 1st   

Thank you  

A heartfelt Thank You to my beloved friends in the St. Paul’s church fami-
ly, for your expressions of caring, your prayers, cards, and your wishes for 

my recovery from a hard-to-diagnose medical condition. 
  

After a year of frustration, Mayo Clinic neurologists identified my illness 
and began a treatment plan. I can thankfully say that I am feeling much  
better. 
 

I am also thankful to call Harbor Crossing, a Presbyterian Homes residence 

in White Bear Lake, my home now. I've made friends and attend church 
here. Your cards and calls have sustained me in love and in hope  
throughout this journey. Thank you so very much!                     Sue Kratsch 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who gathered once a month to prepare the 
monthly newsletter by folding and labeling the mailing.  Some folks have 
volunteered for over a decade!  That’s a lot of  newsletters! 
 

Thank you to Tim Larson, for storing our outdoor bench for the winter. 
Diane Pelinka 

 

Thanks also to Barb Jorgenson, who braved ugly winter weather, to pick 
up our poinsettias and deliver them in time for the Chancel Choir worship  

service. And to John Grinager, Andrea Larson and Lane Skoglund-
Anderson for decorating the church so beautifully! 

About Us 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

Nancy Plath 
Westwood Ridge 
1 W. Thompson, #117 
West St. Paul MN 55118  

 

Carol Samuelson 
1000 Station Trail #134 
Eagan MN 55123 
651-829-1336 
 

http://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmn


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

 1 New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 

2 

 
 

3 
 

4 Blessing 

Service  w/
Communion 
9:00 am Adult Ed 
 

10:00 am  Worship  w/
Communion 
 

12:00 pm Nueva 
Esperanza Worship 
 

 

5 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
6:00 pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 

 
 

8 
 
  
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 Baptism 

9:00 am Adult Ed 
 

10:00 am  Worship 
 

12:00 pm Nueva 
Esperanza Worship 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
9:30 am Stitching 
Collectiive Craft Group 
 

6:00 pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

 
 
 

 

15 
1:00 pm 
Pathfinders 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 New Member 
9:00 am Adult Ed 
 

10:00 am  Worship 
 

12:00 pm Nueva 
Esperanza Worship 

19 
6:00 pm 4H 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
 

 
 

21 

6:00 pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

22  23 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 

9:00 am Adult Ed 
 

10:00 am  Worship 
 

12:00 pm Nueva 
Esperanza Worship 
 
6:00 pm Men’s Group, 
Kae Jewell 
 
 

26 
 

27 
4:45 pm 
PIE Night, 
Garlough 
Elementary 

 
 

28 
9:30 am Stitching 
Collectiive Craft Group 
 

6:00 pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

29 30 31 
Recitals 
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Italicized events are  conducted by outside groups renting space at the church.  

January 2026 



St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
 

700 Wesley Lane 
Mendota Heights MN 55118 
 
Phone: 651-452-5683 
Email:  info@stpaulsmn.org 
 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 
The People of the United Methodist Church® 


